
Since its introduction
by Martin in 1931, 

the dreadnought has
dominated the field of
steel-strung flattops like
no other guitar. Almost
every single acoustic
guitar brand from
bargain basement 
to ultra high-end
includes at least
one example of
this square-
shouldered
behemoth in 
its catalogue.

Despite a recent
resurgence of
interest in smaller
bodied ‘parlour’
guitars, for some,
big will always be
beautiful and today
the dreadnought
remains as popular

as ever, accounting

for around 40 percent of total 
flattop production.

Saga’s new kids on the block offer
solid spruce tops – and in the case of
the BR-160D Historic, solid Indian
rosewood back and sides – and all at 
an affordable price, too.

BODY AND NECK
BLUERIDGE BR-40D
CONTEMPORARY
With its gently rounded top curve, the
BR-40D’s headstock is an attractive
variation on the standard ‘squared-off’
Martin look – different enough to strike
a note of individuality but traditional
enough to avoid upsetting the guitar’s
overall balance. Attached to the neck
with a scarfe joint, it features a rosewood
overlay that sports a fancy scroll inlay
emblazoned with the ‘Blueridge’ logo.
Described as mother of pearl and
abalone, the whole thing looks rather
too good to be true and I’d hazard a
guess that Abalam (good enough for
PRS) or some similar substitute has 
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Dreadnought
Saga

Holiday
... 

A D-SIZED GUITAR WITH SOLID INDIAN ROSEWOOD BACK AND SIDES FOR
UNDER £500 – TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? PAUL ALCANTARA INVESTIGATES

BLUERIDGE BR-
160D HISTORIC
PRICE: £499
BUILT IN: China
SCALE LENGTH: 648mm

(25.5 inches)
NUT WIDTH: 43mm

(1 11/16 inches)
TOP: Solid sitka spruce 
BACK & SIDES: Solid

Indian rosewood
NECK: Mahogany
FINGERBOARD: Rosewood
FRETS: 20 medium
BRIDGE: Rosewood
MACHINEHEADS: ‘Kluson’

style individual tuners
with 14:1 ratio gears

CASE: No
FINISHES: Natural finish

with ‘aging’ toner
LEFT HANDERS: No

CONTACT:
Gremlin Musical 
Instrument Co.
PHONE: 01273 491333
EMAIL:
post@gremlinmusic.co.uk

GBINFO

BLUERIDGE
BR-40D
CONTEMPORARY
PRICE: £249
BUILT IN: China
SCALE LENGTH: 648mm

(25.5 inches)
NUT WIDTH: 43mm

(1 11/16 inches)
TOP: Solid sitka spruce 
BACK & SIDES: Laminated

mahogany
NECK: Mahogany
FINGERBOARD: Rosewood
FRETS: 20 medium
BRIDGE: Rosewood
MACHINEHEADS: ‘Kluson’

style individual tuners
with 14:1 ratio gears

CASE: No
FINISHES: Natural (shown)
LEFT HANDERS: No

CONTACT:
Gremlin Musical
Instrument Co.
PHONE: 01273 491333
EMAIL:
post@gremlinmusic.co.uk

GBINFO



� Traditional belly bridge is right for the job

� YouÕll always get noticed with this!

� Waverley-alike buttons add a touch of class

DETAILS   �
A GREAT DEAL OF
DREADNOUGHT FOR
MODEST SUMS Ð THE
BR-160D EVEN HAS
INDIAN ROSEWOOD
BACK AND SIDES

a real boomer while the former offers
the balanced bass, pronounced mid
range and bright clear trebles that
make mahogany-bodied guitars a
favourite with recording engineers.

Both of these guitars have good
sustain characteristics and plenty of
dynamic headroom enabling them to
handle everything from gentle James
Taylor-style fingerpicking to vigorous
Bluegrass thrash with ease. It would
be interesting to take a look at these
two after several months of playing – 
I suspect that the BR-160D in
particular will develop a powerful
dreadnought voice that would be
capable of holding its own in the
company of instruments costing
several times its price.
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� Both of these Chinese-built
dreadnoughts offer a lot of
guitar for what is a relatively
modest outlay. Indeed, the
quality of materials used –
particularly the BR-160D ’s
Indian rosewood back and
sides – is remarkable at this
price and the same goes for
the overall attention to detail.

The problem with tuner
location is an issue that Saga
should really sort out as soon as
possible, and while they’re at it
why not ditch the kitsch ‘aged’
top and stained fingerboard? Get
wise guys, the organic food
industry has successfully tapped
into the demand for an
unadulterated product, so why not
market additive-free spruce and
rosewood as an advantage? GB

GENERALLY A GOOD SHOW, BUT
THE PEGHEAD NEEDS SORTING

GBCONCLUSION

BLUERIDGE BR-40D
CONTEMPORARY
BODY & NECK
HARDWARE & PARTS
PLAYABILITY
SOUNDS
VALUE FOR MONEY

GBVERDICT

GBRATINGS

BLUERIDGE 
BR-160D HISTORIC
BODY & NECK
HARDWARE & PARTS
PLAYABILITY
SOUNDS
VALUE FOR MONEY

GBVERDICT

GBRATINGS

� The volume and tone quality 
of MartinÕs pre-war guitars is
often attributed to the delicate
scalloped bracing that the
company employed until 1944.

After that date, a sturdier
bracing system, deemed more

suitable for the heavy steel
strings in use at the time, was
substituted. Both of the Saga
guitars reviewed here feature
scalloped bracing, which certainly
helps with their open sound and
impressive dynamics.

BRACED FOR DYNAMICS

SCALLOPED BRACING

BLUERIDGE
BR-160D
HISTORIC
GOLD STARS

Great build quality
Top timbers
Excellent value
for money

BLACK MARKS
Incorrect tuner
placement

IDEAL FOR...
Anyone looking for
maximum bang for 
buck from their 
sonorous strummer

GBOPINION

� The laminated
‘rosewood ’ is in fact
mahogany on the 
BR-40D model


