


Review.

Build Quality ®®®®®
Solid and simple, it's hard to fault the way
the SK60 is put together.

Sound ®®BDD®
Outstanding, so easy to get a great sound
that you'll barely think about it.

Functionality ®®®®®
Very good; only the lack of a notch filter and
a sweepable mid kept it from 5 stars.

Value ®®®®®
Not cheap, but an excellent piece of kit you
can rely on every night.

Wow Factor ®®®®®
Not much wow to look at; if bling is

Shire King 60: Bird's eye view of the control panel. your thing, it's the wrong amp. Plug it in,
however, and it will blow you away!
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All'in all the SK60 is very complete could be your answer. It took no time at Acoustic Ratings
and easy to use, but with a couple of all to get a really fabulous sound, and it -
caveats. Its bigger brother, the SK120, was all to easy to stop listening critically ggggg Eigiﬁggtnal
has a notch filter, allowing the user and just let the sound take me away! ®BBDH® Good
to find a particular feedback-causing BBDBH®® Average
frequency and eliminate it, and also summal‘y ®DHBH®® Poor
high and low mid controls, giving more The SK60 is an amp which will suit
tone shaping. | would have liked to see those who want lots of go, rather than « > .
both these features on the SK60, but show. Plug it in, turn it on, and with I can t pralse the Sound Of
at the price, you can't have everything. practically no effort, you sound great. To 5
In ease of use terms, it took me a my mind, there can be no higher praise, ! " . 1 "
moment or two to realise that the and whilst the looks are plain, they're thls unlt enough’ lts ]uSt
effects acted on both channels, and very functional. After all, how easy is . . .
that could perhaps be made clearer. It's it to read the settings on a flashy amp, chredlbly Sti’alghtforward tO
not often that | have cause to praise a on a dark stage?. This is an amp which ll 3
manual, but the Shire Kings instruction will give you a great sound, day in day /
book is outstanding. Every section is out, and after all, an amp is supposed to get areda y nice tone
written with care, not only describing make you sound great, rather than look
the features, but giving advice on how great. | highly recommend it.
to use each control effectively, and Sam Wise

even how best to position microphones,
so that it's less a manual, more a
beginners guide to getting a great
sound.
| can’t praise the sound of this
unit enough; it's just incredibly
straightforward to get a really nice
tone. Starting with the appropriate
input for my guitar, | found that
whilst the EQ gave me excellent
control over my tone, it was hard
to find extreme and unusable
sounds. To me, this is the sign of
a well chosen EQ, in a well voiced
amp; after all, why would anyone
want to spend their sound check
avoiding terrible sounds, when
they could simply choose from
a range of great ones? A little
cut on the mid took out a slight
muddiness of tone, and boosting
the treble just a little compensated
fantastically for the tired state
of my strings. The SK60 is also
amazingly quiet, so that your guitar
sound is not competing with hum,
even at high volumes.
Experimenting more with the
tone, | was able to get a nice, dry,
hollow sound for muted blues
thrumming, but just as easily a
really sparkling, singing tone for
fingerstyle, even with my elderly
strings. Also very useable were
the FX, with a range of subtle, rather
than dramatic sounds which instantly
enhance the natural sound of the
guitar. If you've ever been to a gig,
and wondered how the guitarist got
such a lovely, full sound, with loads of
projection and clarity, then this amp
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